Alter converting a first-floor
apartment, this Wimbledon couple
seized theiéhafiééito gain the whole
house theground-floor flat
droviding them
itchen space

\G Portia Lubboek

Essential kitchens

NEW BALANCE
The use of glass.
at the back of the
house allows light
to flood in, lifting
the dark cabinetry
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IN STYLE

Rustic styling
gives depth

to the modern
splashback and
cabinetry while
the calacatta
worktop stands
out in contrast

CHOP AND CHANGE

Buying the ground-floor
flat downstairs has
enabled Brooke and
Kieran to build the
kitchen of their dreams
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ine vears ago, Brooke and
Kieran were searching for

a home in London with

potential, the main
requirements being a

convenient location. and a
groeery store and dry cleaners
within walking distance. Eventually they found a
lirst-floor apartment in an Edwardian house in
Wimbledon. Straight away, they went about updating
the property, with a loft conversion taking the two-bed
flat to three bedrooms and an en-suite. A few years
later, having welcomed Milo, the miniature schnauzer
into the household. Brooke and Kieran began their
search for a house with a garden. As luck would have
it, the llat downstairs became available, oflering the
perfect opportunity to extend their previous project.
By this time, Kieran's project management company,
Beacon Lofts & Extensions, had taken off, meaning he
could oversee the work to convert these two flats into
a five-bedroom home.

Since Kieran had worked with Vivienne Warman of
Kitchen Coordination on many previous projeets, they
knew they wanted her to design this kitchen too. "My
main ask was for a large island with storage and several
electric sockets, explains Brooke.

Essential kitchens

‘Twanted it to be the eentre of the room, where I could
cook, entertain and work. The kitchen needed to
look clean, not necessarily like a kitchen, but more
like stanclard furniture. Nothing too traditional -
very contemporary.

As Brooke is a keen cook. storage and functionality
were vital elements to consider in the design. *We
actually ineluded two separate pull-out spice drawers
because we have that many spices.” she says. ‘Twas
drawn to darker kitchens when looking for inspiration,’
she adds, and with light pouring in from the back
of the house, the Anthracite linish they liked had just
the right efteet, allowing the couple to get the
contemporary, sophisticated style they desired.

With the kitchen complete, Brooke and Kieran both
adore the space. ‘We do everything in the kitchen,
including hosting our annual Christmas get-together.
Every time we have people over, evervbody stands
around the island - it’s great for parties! And the
snug is an ideal add-on for watching television and
relaxing, while still being contained in the space.

Now, with a baby on the way, Brooke and Kieran
have made their home ready lor the next stage of their
lives, “We absolutely love our kitchen and will certainly
ask Vivienne to design our next kitchen if we get the
renovating bug again!’
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\bove 'We actually included
two separate pull-out spice
drawers because we have that
many spices, explains Brooke
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LIGHT AND DARK

= The worktop and the
light wooden flooring break up the
dark tones of the cabinetry and
make for a balance in contrast

CLEAR RUN

From the front doar, the
ground floor flows straight
into the kitchen, making it an
inviting space for entertaining

Q<A

VIVIENNE WARMAN

DESIGNER, KITCHEN CO-ORDINATION

What was your client’s brief? Brooke

Sp : \

awine cooler. I had worked for Brooke
and Kieran before, but this time we
obviously had a much I

work with. We went through lots of colour
options and Brooke was great to work
with as she was very decisive. The Tio
Anthracite was a new colour and they
loved the feel and look of the super

matt finish.

Houw did you decide on the layout?
Knowing the requirements, we ensured
ample workspace, and incorpo

wine [ridge and spice racks into the

island — the rest ol the design just lell
into place.

Were there any challenges to

overcome in the design of the space?

This kitchen was really easy for me,

and Brooke and Kieran were a delight

to work with. We talked through every

aspect ol the design and the way they
n the kitchen and eame up with

sful plan.

Which details make you particularly
proud of this design? | think the whole
space looks but I love the Anthracite
with black details. The lines ol the
calacatta worktop are also really beautiful.

AL 4

‘I was drawn to
darker kitchens when
looking for inspiration’
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Essential kitchens

This light-filled
space allows for the
dark Rational Tio
Anthracite cabinetry
and black panelling
to look neat and
sophisticated against
walls in Farrow &
Ball’'s Cornforth
White. Meanwhile,
the understated
calacatta worktop
gives ample work
surface in this
spacious design.
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FORM AND FUNCTION
Usability is key in this
design, a principle that
Vivienne kept to the
forefront in making the
space work most efficiently

WALL FOCUS

Left A pop of bright,
heavily textured artwork
adds a splash of colour
to the space, while also
creating a point of focus
around the dining table

PROJECT DETAILS

DESIGN Kitchen Coordination. Kitchens start at £15,000.
PROJECT MANAGEMENT Bcacon Lofts & Extensions.

APPLIANCES HB&676GBSAB stainless steel built-in oven, £949-
CM6ET6GBSHB stainless steel built-in combination oven, £1429:
BISIOCMROB built-in warming drawer, £399; similar SX736X19ME
dishwasher, from £719, all Siemens. RF540ADUX4 fridge freezer, £2,299,
Fisher & Paykel. Wi6233 undercounter dual zone wine cabinet,

£1,261, Caple. Compact calacatta worktop, EPOA, supplied by Kitchen
Coordination. Flex hot and cold tap in Polished Chrome, from £1150,
Quooker. Peak PKX 110 55 stainless steel sink, £513, Franke.

FIXTURES AND FURNISHINGS Rational tio anthracite cabinetry,
Kitchen Coordination. Cornforth white estate emulsion, £46.50 per 2.5L,
Farrow & Ball. HW3005 Blanco Prime 120mm engineered oak herringbone
wood flooring, £107 per sq. m, Havwoods. For similar splashback tiles,
Confiserie fogg chevron mosaic, £7%.87 per sq. m, Claybrook, Bala pendant,
EPOA, Herstal. Grand Prix 3130 chair, £506, The Conran Shop. For similar
Dulwich large extending table in Walnut, £2,710, The Conran Shop. Light
switches and sockets, from £22, Buster + Punch.

STYLING Large constellation plates in Ivory, £40 each: small constellation
plates in Charcoal, £18 each: extra large round natural wooden serving board,
E35; natural wooden serving board, from £10.80; Rustic White oversized
mugs, £9.50 each; Rectangle faux shagreen tray, £35, all Truly. Arseley bowl,
£35; Sandstone timer, £8, both Hunter & Co. Bumble Bee luxury matches,
£13.99, Car & Kitchen. Chinese money plant, £18, Bloombox club, Huxley
Landscape scented candle, £37, Neptune. Parisian Blue linen apren, £40,
The Linen Works. For stockists and contact details, see page 144



