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A student house has been 
restored to an elegant family 
home, with a contemporary 

extension and basement 
conversion. Its builder won the 
Federation of Master Builders’ 

Large Renovation Project 
of the Year award

TOP 
OF  

THE 
CLASS

From whole house revamps to room 
makeovers, House Beautiful pulls 
the dust sheets off inspiring home 

projects. Send us yours for  
the chance to win stylish  

furniture from DFS

TRANSFORMATIONS
AMAZING
CELEBRATE
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KITCHEN
Jeanne chose the 
Rational kitchen, from 
Kitchen Coordination 
for its mid-level price 
but high-quality finish, 
then splashed out on 
Gaggenau appliances. 
The Foscarini Caboche 
pendant lights from 
Nest add sparkle 

EXTERIOR Opposite 
The extension, which 
is clad in Bath stone, 
houses this new  
open-plan kitchen  
and living area

BEFORE

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE
Jeanne Flynn, 45, who runs a 
property renovation firm, her 
husband Tim, 46, who works 
in banking, and their children,  
Jack, 16, Chase, 15, Zoe, 13,  
and Grace, 11 
THE RENOVATION 
A six-bedroom, semi-detached 
Victorian house in Oxford that 
had been divided into student 
flats. The couple embarked on  
a complete overhaul of the  
house to turn it back into a 
family home. The major building 
work included a basement 
conversion and extension,  
which cost £477,300 in total



PLANNING and preparation
* ‘The key to a successful renovation is to plan, plan, plan,’ says 
Jeanne. ‘I spent nine months working with the architect, figuring out 
how we would use each room, where to put furniture and where we 
would need plug sockets for things like lamps and computers.’ 

* ‘By the time we were ready to put the tender out to building 
contractors, we had a detailed specification document. It helped as 
we were able to get accurate quotes rather than ballpark figures.’

* ‘We decided to keep a traditional layout in the original part of the 
house, although we did remove a wall between the living room and 
dining room to create a visual connection from the front to the back. 
The main bedroom was quite small, so we knocked through to the 
smaller bedroom next door, which added space for extra fitted 
wardrobes. I created moodboards for every room too.’

I t was the promise of good schools that lured Jeanne Flynn and 
her husband Tim to Oxford from their London home – and, for 
Jeanne in particular, the added delight of taking on a bigger 
renovation project was a pull too. ‘I renovated our previous 

home and really loved the whole experience,’ she explains. 
The Victorian house they eventually found and bought in 2010 

was certainly in a poor state, as it had been divided into bedsits and 
rented to students. ‘I could see it had the potential to be a beautiful 
family home, as the rooms had great proportions,’ Jeanne says.

The house already had planning permission for a rear kitchen 
extension, but Jeanne and Tim also wanted to add a basement. 
Jeanne went back to the architects who had drawn up the extension 
plans to discuss her ideas. Then followed a careful nine months  
of planning, working out how every single room in the new  
house would be used, before any building work was started.

 During this stage Jeanne also put together moodboards, 
including offbeat images such as a picture of potatoes she saw in a 
cooking magazine. ‘I just knew they were my bedroom colours!’ she 
says. Usually Jeanne and Tim favour modern interiors, but this time 
they were conscious of being ‘true to the bones of the house’. 
Jeanne sought advice on antiques and period furniture from local 
interior designer Fran Cundy at Liscious Interiors, where she bought 
a vintage desk for her office and vintage sofas for the living room.  
It was important that the newer parts of the house flow with the 
original to create a cohesive space, so Jeanne selected a palette of 
colours that unite the distinct areas. 

When the couple came to choose a building contractor, Robin 
Sporn, from Sporn Construction, really shone through, arriving at 
the first meeting with a folder of ideas and a detailed schedule. 
‘We’d never seen anything like it,’ says Jeanne. ‘Robin was easily the 
most professional and was on top of everything from start to finish.’

The work began in September 2011, with the team stripping the 
house back to its shell. ‘At one point I thought, “where has my house 
gone!”’ says Jeanne. Gradually the property was pieced back 
together, with care taken to restore original features such as the sash 
windows, and replace like-for-like plaster coving and period fireplaces. 
Just over a year later the house was finished, complete with a kitchen/
dining/living area extension finished with solar panels and steps down 
to the new basement. Jeanne and Tim are thrilled with the results. 
‘We wouldn’t change a thing,’ says Jeanne. 
● Find out more about FMB Master Builder of the Year, Sporn 
Construction on 01869 277222; spornconstruction.com, and  
the couple's architects, Riach Architects, on 01865 553772, 
riacharchitects.com

DINING AREA  
The brick-clad wall 
adds a traditional 
touch to the new 
extension

BOYS’ BATHROOM
Jeanne added colour to 
the neutral scheme with 
orange towels from  
John Lewis and framed 
vinyl record covers 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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LIVING AREA
Floor-to-ceiling bi-folding 
doors flood the new 
extension with light. 
Aged leather armchairs 
and a slouchy sofa bring 
a relaxed feel to the 
modern space

MAIN BEDROOM
Thanks to its soft colours, 
the bold, Le Temple De 
Jupiter wallpaper from 
Zoffany is still soothing.  
The kidney-shaped sofa 
was found in a flea 
market and reupholstered 
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Sophia corner 
group, £1,998

Benedict 4ft bed 
frame, £599

Freya lounger 
sofa, £899

Jules 4ft bed 
frame, £599
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What we’re looking for…
Two winning projects in each of  
these categories: 

Home transformed 
Enter this if you’ve revamped or rebuilt all  
or most of your house – or your garden.

Room transformed 
Enter this if you have transformed a room  
in your home – living room, bedroom, loft, 
garage, home office, garden room or other. 

What you’ll win
Two winners from each category will receive 
£2,500 worth of vouchers to spend on DFS 

£10,000 of stylish  
DFS furniture to be won

Enter your fantastic home renovation or room revamp and you  
could be in with a chance of winning amazing prizes

furniture, including the House Beautiful 
collection of sofas and beds. Our judges  
are looking for a combination of creativity, 
clever use of budget, good design, great 
workmanship and wow factor.

How to enter
Send your name, address and contact 
details together with photographs and a 
clearly written description of your project  
in no more than 300 words. Please include 
details of the condition of your project 
before the renovation started, what was 
done to effect the transformation, any 
professional help, the cost, how long it  
took and how you feel about the finished 

result. Include colour photographs,  
with before shots if possible.

Send your entry to: Renovation of the 
Year 2015 Competition, House Beautiful, 
72 Broadwick Street, London W1F 9EP; 
email it, subject Renovation of the Year 
2015, to house.beautiful@hearst.co.uk  
or enter online at housebeautiful.co.uk/
featured/renovation. The competition  
closes on 5 June 2015.

Terms and conditions
The decision of the judges is final. No 
photographs can be returned. Entrants  
must be 18 years or over. Turn to p8 
for full terms and conditions.PH
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