
INTO THE
BLUE

Take the stress out of installing a new kitchen by jetting
off on holiday, and leave the designer to it!

PHOTOS DARREN CHUNG WORDS AMELIA THORPE

Once a chilly and uninviting
space, the rich oak floor
and cosyAga have created
awarm room. It has been
given a contemporary feel
by use of polished lacquer,
Silestone and glass surfaces.



AboveAmple storage
runs along onewall and
includes a pantry
cupboard, available in
tall stylish units.
LeftHere a deep pan
drawer fits below a
cutlery drawer, both
lined in ash, efficiently
maximising storage.
OppositeAn integrated
dishwasher and recycling
bins fit neatly into the
island, while a large
skylight floods the space
with natural light.

Rational Cambia furniture in SandHighGloss Lacquer creates a polished look in this
contemporary, clean lined room. Its crisp finish is enhanced by slenderworktops of
Silestone Amazon and brushed steel bar handles. A pewter Aga creates a homely
feel, while a French blue glass splashback adds personality and individuality.
KitchenCo-ordination, 81 Penshurst Gardens, Edgware,Middlesex, HA8 9TT.
Tel: 020 8958 6262. kitchencoordination.co.uk. Kitchen prices from£15,000.
Buildingwork: Affleck Property Services. Tel: 0800 316 9595. affleckservices.co.uk.

KITCHENPROFILE

lick,went the frontdoor as theEden family shut it
behind them,beforewheeling their suitcasesdown
the frontpathandheadingoff to theother sideof
theworld.As they set off for amonth’s holiday to

NewZealandandAustralia, TeresaEdenadmits to feeling
just a little,well, nervous. ‘Wehadarranged for anew
kitchen tobe installedwhilstwewereaway,’ she explains.
‘Wehadpackedupa fewboxes andput them in the
basement, but thatwas it. Everythingelsewas tobedone
whenweweren’t there.’

If it soundsdaring, evenTeresa concedes that it
probablywas. ‘I suppose itwas rather agamble, but I
trusted the team implicitly,’ she says. ‘And Ihadworked
very carefullybeforehand tomake sure everythingwas
organisedandeveryonewas singing fromthe samehymn
sheet.’Headof the teamwaskitchendesignerVivienne
WarmanofKitchenCo-ordination,whose reputation for
sleek, contemporarydesigns and tip toporganisation
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AboveA support wall
divides the kitchen from
the dining space, without
interupting the flowof
the open-plan room.
Top rightAmatching
blue featurewall creates
harmony between the
kitchen and the light
and airy dining room.
Right The extra space
allows the family,
including Alfie, the
Miniature Schnauzer,
to relax and socialise.

precedesher, andwhowas recommended toTeresabya
friend. ‘Itwas avery excitingproject,’ recallsVivienne.
‘After approvingall thedrawings,wewere left to get on
with it, knowing that the roomwas tobeperfect by the time
the family cameback fromtheir travels.’

The first task for the teamwas to rip out theoldkitchen,
adisintegrating series of units indark laminatewith
drawers thathad long since stoppedworking smoothly.
‘The roomwasunbelievably cold inwinterbecause there’s
somuchglass inhere, and thewhite floor tiles justmade it
seemevencolder,’ addsTeresa.Havingmoved into the
Victorianhouse in southLondon four years ago,Teresa, a
swimming teacher, andaccountanthusbandStuartmade
thedecision to rethink the roomtomake itmore inviting for
lifewithdaughter,Millie, 13, and sonTed, 11, not forgetting
Alfie, theminiature schnauzer.

First came theAga, something thatTeresahadalways
wished for and topof the list for itswarmth-enhancing
features. ‘Wewanteda contemporary look for thekitchen,
and Iwasworried that the traditional style of theAgamight
jar,’ explainsTeresa. ‘ButViviennemanaged to cleverly

incorporate it into thedesignbeautifully, by streamlining it
perfectly aspart of the runofunits.’ Simple sanddrawers
andcabinets form thebackdrop to the room,while a
statement island, an impressive 3.2metres long, forms the
mainpreparationarea in the room, aswell as social space. ‘I
love it because I always feel part ofwhat’s goingon in the
rest of the room,’ saysTeresa,whoenjoys cookingand
regularly entertains a crowd.

Aswell as thekitchen furniture, thebuilders also
installedanew timber floor to create awarmer finish in the
room,withunderfloorheating for the coldest ofwinter
days.And the finishing touch to the room: aFrenchblue
glass splashbackandpainted featurewalls to addcharacter
to the large space.Witheverything complete,Vivienne
stoodback to admire thehandiwork. ‘Itwas all ready, but I
confess that I did ratherhavemyheart inmymouthbefore
the family got back,’ she says. ‘Would they like it?’Opening
the frontdoor againafter thoseweeks away,Teresa says it
was all abit of ablur. ‘Iwas so looking forward to seeing the
room– itwashard to take it all in. But I do remember
squealingwithexcitement – a lot.’

STOCKISTS INFORMATION
APPLIANCES
Pewter two oven electricAga, £7,695, at Aga; HB75 AB
550B single oven, £700; HB 84K652B combination
microwave, £895; ET375MF11E ceramic hob, £504,
both at Siemens; Similar fridge/freezer, GWE23LGYFSS,
about £2,500, at GE Appliances; Glacier extractor hood,
£599, at Elica.

FIXTURESANDFURNISHINGS
BlancoMenu Rinsemixer tapwith separate pull out spray
rinse, £359; BlancoNiagara double bowl sink, £369; both at
Blanco; Silestone Amazon polishedworktops, from about
£300 per linearm, at Kitchen Co-ordination. See Kitchen
Profile for details. Blue back painted glass splashback,
priced to order, at CrawfordGlass;Walls painted in colour
mixed 10BB29174 Soft Sheen, £18 per 2.5 litres, at Dulux;
Galaxy bar chairs, £70 each, at Atlantic Shopping;
EuropeanOak flooringwithWalnut Stain, from £69 per sq.
m, at TheWooden Floor Specialists;Dining table, from a
selection, at Tablemakers;Westbury dining chairs, £299
pair, at Next; Table lamps, from a selection, at Porta
Romana; Blue bowl, £165, at Page Pottery.
*All prices are approximate. For stockists, see page 168.


